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The North American X-15 Rocket Plane was . S i
a stepping stone between atmospheric flight & /

and space flight. It was designed to study v
human and material factors involved in high- "=
speed, high-altitude flight. Reaching into the

fringes of space, several of the pilots of this i T
manned missile earned "astronaut" rating, I‘_’Ve:‘g:ﬁf’mgg\;: ;::
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Holding only enough fuel for 80 to 120 seconds
of powered flight, the X-15 was carried aloft
under the wing of a B-52 for a release at
45,000 ft.and 500 mph After the brief rocket
powered phase of the flight, the X-15 would
continue unpowered for an additional 10 to 11
minutes ending with a 200 mph dead-stick landing
on a dry lake bed.
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The first of these flights occurred ASSEMLY DETALLS ' TRSERR

Sept. 17, 1959, with 199 flights Wy SLADE ’

made between 1959 and 1968. OVERTHE S OOOF Gl

Historic X-15 #1 is displayed at

the National Air and Space Museum. A\ HORIZONTAL

: STABILIZER
_ SLIDE THE SPAR THROUGHT THE
Z FUSELAGE BEFORE ADDING CHINES

NOTE: ————————
USE THE LARGER OF THE
VENTRAL FINS IF YOUR
X-15 IS DISPLAYED IN
FLIGHT (GEAR UP). THE
SHORTER ONE IS FOR THE
LANDING CONFIGURATION

TOGETHER

o FOLD STRUT
USE A SMALL AROUND PIN FLYING THE X-15 WAS RISKY
Thanks to * oo s AS JOHN McKAY'S EMERGENCY

LANDING PROVED. IT'S OK..

Dr.Jim Cookson
for this great
X-15 Design

HE SURVIVED TO MAKE MANY
MORE FLIGHTS




